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Item 8.01.    Other Events.

On February 9, 2016, the Board of Directors of First Merchants Corporation (the “Company”) approved a stock
repurchase program of up to $15 million of the outstanding shares of the Company’s common stock.  At the current
trading price of the shares, this amount would represent approximately 1.7% of the number of shares outstanding.  The
shares may be purchased from time to time in open market transactions at prevailing market prices in accordance with
federal securities laws.  The Company is not obligated to purchase any shares under the program, and the program
may be discontinued at any time.  The actual timing, number and share price of shares purchased under the repurchase
program will be determined by the Company at its discretion and will depend upon such factors as the market price of
the stock, general market and economic conditions and applicable legal requirements. 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

DATE: February 11, 2016

FIRST MERCHANTS CORPORATION

By: /s/Mark K. Hardwick
   Mark K. Hardwick,
  Executive Vice President and
  Chief Financial Officer
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