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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of
the registrant under any of the following provisions:

o    Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o    Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o    Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o    Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers;
Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers

On October 25, 2016, the Board of Directors increased the size of the board from eight to nine directors and elected
James A. Israel to fill the vacancy created by such increase. Mr. Israel will serve as a Class III director which will
stand for reelection at the 2017 Annual Stockholder Meeting. The Board has determined that Mr. Israel satisfies the
definition of “independent director” and the requirements for service on the Board’s Audit Committee under the New
York Stock Exchange listing standards. Mr. Israel will also serve on the Board’s Risk Committee and he is qualified as
a financial and risk expert.
For his services as a director, Mr. Israel will participate in the Company’s standard compensation arrangements for
non-employee directors as described in the Company’s Proxy Statement on Schedule 14A filed with the Securities
Exchange Commission on January 4, 2016.
A Press Release announcing the appointment of Mr. Israel is attached as Exhibit 99.1 and incorporated herein by
reference.

Exhibit No.    Description
99.1Press Release of the registrant dated October 25, 2016, announcing the Board appointment of James A. Israel.

SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

GREAT WESTERN BANCORP, INC.

Date: October 25, 2016 By:          /s/ Donald J. Straka
Name:          Donald J. Straka
Title:          General Counsel and Secretary
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