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Item 5. _Other Events

On December 16, 2003, the registrant announced that its board of directors declared a first-quarter 2004 dividend of 43 cents per share, a
26-percent increase from the fourth-quarter 2003 dividend of 34 cents per share. The dividend will be payable on March 15, 2004, to holders of
record at the close of business on February 27, 2004.

The company also reaffirmed its guidance that 2003 full-year earnings are expected to be closer to the lower end of its previously announced
range of $5.90 to $6.10 per share. For 2004, the company s full-year earnings are expected to be in the range of $6.20 to $6.35 per share. The text
of the press release is attached as an exhibit to this Form 8-K.
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

WHIRLPOOL CORPORATION
Date: December 16, 2003 By: /s/ Robert T. Kenagy
Name: Robert T. Kenagy
Title: Corporate Secretary



